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Choice Dollars Expire Soon
Attention Thrivent Members!

Your Choice dollars expire March 31 so plan today

to designate to OGT before it is too late. It is simple
and does not cost you anything but your time. You
can designate your Choice Dollars online
at: www.thrivent.com/about-us/membership/thrivent-choice or call 800-847-4836
and say ‘choice dollars’ at automation.

YOU MUST RENEW THE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS EVERY
YEAR. YOUR CHOICE OF A PRIOR YEAR DOES NOT CARRY OVER.

Thank you for considering OGT when making your Choice Dollars donation.

Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars

Kentucky Families Return to Homes

Recently OGT put a plea out for small kitchen appliances and many of our donors
came thru with either appliances or monetary donations. The Norfolk warehouse
volunteers were able to load a semi-trailer for Kentucky families finally being able
to move into homes after the tornado and floods. They have limited furnishings and
we were able to provide various food, small kitchen appliances, diapers, hygiene
supplies, furniture, bedding and other needed goods. Melber Baptist Church
received the load in Hickory which has a food pantry and will also distribute the
needed items to families. What a relief for so many families longing to be back in a
home. We have the best donors and volunteers — thank you!



https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0011Xzu3_iXt6IhfdoHrW3ilPcqpHA9SiWurnwWZzMWhTU9qih_xSWSDVxBexu0JmcwMeFai711vGw3KoPRWGEJl9TGcza2ZtB0WgKeTb9EleNdV2_hATu8mjfj0JEIA0Ba9rE4uv884AuuD8YqE7owTAw4MWtP0uNAzSUafp9sIUylLRSyZSDLKAioa_AFqtGyG-RI6-LvRTsRUzkA1-HKm7xK6TDE0BG-eudt68IM0lhSOc_Mske3If03FM5DA9rHY0PhWZToUmKr9xX5MrF77kqoa9-p8KK-wJJm876HXIbCnhBZXd0Rtg0EKWsUagUGmI5sOulXsHC41fhZQQMUhiRF5t_xHBepEceLFphuyehg4GkXvAaFhD1awKs_ayjq-LJM0ysctEJV60tXCCMdNdlJqHeny2yrNGMFbtRVTxRlBvUo04kuM6mQpV6VzO14_zMl2-qiJlaY52a5mObiW-6fdSc80dXaw9emF7M2rH5QeeAFsXzW2hz9NAHSbl0TGpKKzcSQQVd5q-dSZWo2ILjtmMTOaIA9BjuuDAU-gEDdvT1ZSh_EwLQ2jG7URmTLd5aLFCN_5qdvvob-9s9kq2CQfT56Oes1R87jJuaQ8fn5f60ZlNxQKA==&c=RxNTpYXhpis8GViu4Hq_jWjM540htv8A4O4QTlrwtGfz6pGx1FPi2g==&ch=lMFjAVLKV20TNDWqrzs5wID-80Qqf81SaFDbl5C9Lnev2b4_J1QIMg==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l_odxkuMQx5Ebu1DbqxdWXIH0UpCL4oHGcX99n5HjQgbvfHYjB5oGsfIIeWw2q6v6u-DT7I98coqmEKG5nO2OdJT8Azwd5-IbQym2HI4IWkPZ2R6-m1qW36VDYAMHRtpeKh8_1PJyJgszJAoMgXHOOnP1u0K85uuzTCbGFn6LN31sP70Nrgh9kpi_2Ab7XCWEtzmd9nB-vrB_VnC0OwXqmOPd91IIYVMCE08GJMAHQWfK725q1CdNYINZ4CcjXZzahULCQWuFLBPnIAbPEfGlCuOkeqZKSgo3A-RtDxcyxWfJUit8lo9bdVdwV4cuVLQr3pmvYwjL7k_6_fM9a4pmU2p2Fm8Q0AhRtPIkrpVWp3PiBEGSTGaBFYeplUYyljOtdIWig-9T35XARb06kIzAfGtYmS5UVHSViCTnx7qbbGk-rYu4t-sT1EfNG3wyQpnre0jgINeHrNAUUyMY_VuVCsFNsqgsZlBmdPiT5mGTk4oTtlgt_saw4vJkv8aBccTaEDDyGTIFzvYArrfLhV_Ys0kZGD0KCHFdqYpv-JLoSrA6PBAVI6EPIt4S4jcm-jo-eYQcn03Rvmvvl1fjftDQNYNb-7xZlO1NDmgoyIXwRJJkUuonmMIwQ==&c=R279XGN18v-lKsjFnFs5RTcj8OA9hS3XZAG7YGvwplzr9x3YVXKqwA==&ch=fMGPwPvss4WaR0cOzOmkXBGJJ7SoLJHYenkmgkZx45JUWHFXLbtMjw==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001l_odxkuMQx5Ebu1DbqxdWXIH0UpCL4oHGcX99n5HjQgbvfHYjB5oGmywHj3Esgxrru2JWRpg-VyIkT7EQOEajbqVACJMj4iNOf1FxAKlBzkahwP6lzx9f9qg_sF908B4lBlMcDs0MyFcWZGYbuXF6VeTGWI-UrR3&c=R279XGN18v-lKsjFnFs5RTcj8OA9hS3XZAG7YGvwplzr9x3YVXKqwA==&ch=fMGPwPvss4WaR0cOzOmkXBGJJ7SoLJHYenkmgkZx45JUWHFXLbtMjw==

Ukraine Relief Update

Help for the Hurting

Humanitarian aid of quilts, diapers,
medical supplies, food and more that
shipped from OGT’s Michigan Branch in
Sebewaing was received by Psichotery
Rehabilitation Center in Lithuania. They
were able to deliver some of the aid to
Ukraine to help many people in
desperate need. Some art supplies
were given to a daycare center where
children created interesting masks.
Thank you, Michigan donors and
volunteers, for showing the love of
Christ to so many in need!

Ukraine Relief Efforts
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More Aid On The Way

Norfolk warehouse volunteers in Nebraska loaded an air-cargo shipment for a new
recipient in Ukraine. “Charitable Foundation Swedish Help Centre” is grateful to
soon be receiving quilts, sleeping mats, 14,256 Mercy Meals, crackers, sleeping
bags, hand warmers, stock pots and winter clothing to serve many now living in
refugee camps. Thank you, OGT supporters & volunteers for making possible
these much-needed shipments.
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Sad Conditions

These children live in a garage and were
thrilled and proud to receive nice clothes,
jackets and blankets from OGT. Thank
you, donors and volunteers, for sending
love to Tajikistan.

Newsroom

Indiana Branch volunteers in Wisconsin Branch volunteers in
Jonesville were busy loading hygiene Westfield loaded 59,400 Food for
supplies, bikes, backpacks, medical Kidz meals, medical equipment, quilts
equipment, diapers, blankets and and clothing for Republic of Georgia.
clothing for Latvia. Fonds Saules Union of Investments & Humanitarian
Kalns will receive the goods to share will receive the shipment to share with
with those living in poverty and many in desperate need.

orphanages. Thanks be to God!
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Helping Locally

OGT’s Phoenix Branch volunteers are passionate
about developing partnerships with local agencies
who provide assistance to the homeless and
working poor. One of these agencies is La Mesa
Ministries, whose mission is to create Christ
Centered Communities among the homeless and
working poor that ring hope, dignity and positive life
transformation. La Mesa offers weekly meals at two
locations, housing and job resources, a mobile food
truck, and a clothing ministry. Phoenix Branch
supports La Mesa Ministries by regularly donating much needed clothes and
hygiene supplies. We recently hosted a presentation given by Laurie McClellan
from La Mesa Ministries. Laurie shared the compelling La Mesa story and vision
with OGT volunteers. We were impressed by the strength of La Mesa Ministries
and feel blessed to play a part in their work with the homeless and working poor.

Shipment Cleared

lowa West Branch shipment is ready
to be unloaded in Riga, Latvia! Thank
you everyone that helped with this
shipment.

lowa West Branch

Additional News

OGT'’s Highland Lakes Collection Center in Buchanan Dam, TX recently delivered
toys, backpacks, hygiene supplies, medical items, blankets and clothing to
Cornerstone Children’s Ranch in Quemado, TX. Thank you volunteers and donors!

Manna from Heaven serves many families living in poverty in the Appalachian
Mountains of Kentucky. They were thrilled to receive nearly 6,000 pounds of
various foods, bikes, school supplies, toys, furniture and other goods from
Wisconsin Branch volunteers and donors in Westfield! To God be the Glory!
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lowa West Branch in Ida Grove recently delivered clothing, shoes, winter
accessories, and bedding to local organizations that help families in need. Thank
you, donors and volunteers!

Weekly Devotion

For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of
light (for the fruit of the Spirit consists in all goodness, righteousness & truth) & find
out what pleases the Lord. Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness,
but rather expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do
in secret. But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that
makes everything visible. This is why it is said, “Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the
dead, & Christ will shine on you.” (Eph. 5:8-14)

Light vs Dark: Have you ever been in a cave when the lights were turned off?
Deep in the recesses of the cavern it’s so dark that you cannot see your hand even
when it’s inches from your face. It's very disconcerting! It's a genuine relief when
the lights are turned back on again, & you can safely make it back to the surface.
The Apostle Paul talks about the present darkness in which we live. It doesn’t take
much looking around to discover “the fruitless deeds of darkness.” It's an apt
metaphor for our sinful world, where those living in darkness cannot see their hands
in front of their faces.

We are called to live in the light. We are called to be “light in the Lord.” We are
encouraged to “find out what pleases the Lord.” Where do we find out what pleases
the Lord? The answer is found in Holy Scripture. But we remember that our good
deeds don’t earn us God’s favor & love. They are a reflection of His love for us.
Jesus said, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see
Your good deeds & praise your Father in heaven.” (Matt. 5:16)

Today’s Prayer: Thank You, Jesus, for shining Your light into our dark world. Bless
us to live as children of light. Amen.

By Paul Leckband OGT's Director of Spiritual Correspondence
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