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Being the Hands & Feet of Jesus 
 

Grateful Students 

Rainbow Network in Nicaragua was 
excited to receive a container filled with 
school furniture for their students and 
teachers to feel pride and gratitude. 
Thank you, OGT donors and volunteers! 
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Branch Spotlight - Iowa West  
 
Branch Manager and Background: Sharon Irwin  
I had retired as City Clerk at the end of 2010 and 
was considering places to volunteer. I stopped on 
my way home from Mission Central one morning 
to leave off some clothing and stayed to help 
during the rest of the morning. I’ve been 
volunteering here ever since. I feel that the Lord 
was preparing me for the management position 
of Iowa West Branch for over sixty years. I have 
always had a heart for mission work. I also am the prayer chain coordinator and do 
volunteer typing for Mission Central. 
Location & Hours of Operation: 417 Main Street Ida Grove, IA. Every Tuesday 
morning from 8-11 a.m. March through October and from 9-noon November 
through February. We work at other times for special groups to come and volunteer.  
History and Year Established:   I believe, the Iowa West Branch has the distinction 
of being the first branch to be started with Orphan Grain Train. It was started in 
1993 by Pastor Donald Winterrowd and the Lutheran Laymen’s League. They 
started by working in the garage of Bob Wilke in Battle Creek, Iowa. When they 
outgrew that, they moved to a building in Battle Creek and then to a building on 
Main Street in Ida Grove, from there they moved to the site that we are still at today. 
Herman Jensen from Ida Grove was instrumental in getting the two buildings for 
the branch. They started out with an old bread truck that they painted and used to 
deliver items to places in the area.  
Elroy and Barb Koch were managers for over 22 years. I, Sharon Irwin, took over 
as Branch Manager in the Fall of 2016. My husband, Jerry, is the warehouse 
manager.  
Elroy Koch had a trucking company, so when they were managers, they made trips 
to Texas and to North Dakota with needed supplies at different times. Most of our 
large shipments now are international.  
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What local or community organizations do you work with to provide goods?   Iowa 
West Branch provides seasonal clothing, hygiene supplies, shoes and boots and 
bedding to Siouxland Soup Kitchen in Sioux City, IA and Beacon of Hope, men’s 
shelter in Fort Dodge, IA. We also provide needed items to the St. Augustine Indian 
Mission in Winnebago, Nebraska. We get many items to GoServ Global for air 
transport to Haiti. They have been able to fly into Les Cayes, Haiti. We help local 
school districts with backpacks, school supplies and extra clothing. We also give to 
individuals who come into our facility looking for clothing help for a new job, etc.      
Favorite shipments or deliveries?   The first shipment we sent to the Women for 
Justice in the Republic of Georgia is probably one of the most memorable. They 
sent us hundreds of pictures and when we saw pictures of some of the homes and 
the stories, it cemented why we do what we do! We are so blessed in the United 
States.  We have had so many miracles at Orphan Grain Train, Iowa West Branch. 
You just need to always remember to let go and let God. He is in charge and 
everything is in His time and His way, not ours.  
Challenges you have faced? A current challenge that we are facing since Covid is 
the number of men that we have volunteering. We need more men. There are some 
things that the women aren’t strong enough to do.  
What else would you like to share with others?  I enjoy speaking at LWML rallies 
and other organizations. Through these contacts it is amazing, how I can make 
other contacts to help individuals or groups in need in our area or wider.  We have 
been so blessed with financial donations from Ladies Groups, churches and 
individuals. The LWML has also been very kind to our branch.  
When groups ask what our branch needs as an ingathering, we have found, “Be 
careful what you ask for” because the Lord gives us bountifully! 
 
Above photo is Sharon and Jerry Irwin, Iowa West Branch Manager & Warehouse 
Manager. Photos below are some of the dedicated volunteers that sort, pack and 
load donations for those in need worldwide! 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa West Branch 
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Wichita Branch is needing help to get masks and disposable gloves for Navajo 
Evangelical Lutheran Mission in Rock Point, Arizona. They are planning to ship this 
Sunday, December 12 so items need to be acquired soon. Check out the flyer for 
details and thank you for your prayers and support. 

 

Disposable Masks & Gloves Flyer 

  

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Loyal Ladies 

Redeemer LWML quilters of Armour, 
SD made their second trip to the 
Norfolk warehouse for 2021. They 
delivered quilts, 15 school 
backpacks, hygiene kits and a 
teacher kit. The ladies have been 
involved with OGT projects for the 
past 10 years! Thank you for your 
time and talents to serve those in 
need worldwide! 

 

 

 

 

  

It is with a heavy heart for OGT to share the passing of Ken 
Bockelmann from Larkspur, Colorado. He passed away on 
Tuesday, November 30 at the age of 86. He was the founder of 
OGT’s Castle Rock Collection Center and had a heart for serving 
and showing the love of Jesus to others. Our condolences for his 
family and many friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional News 

 
OGT funded a shipment of school desks for New Faith Family Children’s Home 
Foundation in the Philippines. New Faith has a school and orphanages that help 
many children with an education that otherwise would not be able to attend school. 
Thank you, OGT donors! 

 

1,900 Christmas turkeys are being delivered to 11 food banks across Nebraska. 
Many families will receive a turkey for their Christmas meal! Thank you, OGT 
donors! 
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Weekly Devotion 

This Week’s Scripture: Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let 
your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer & petition, with thanksgiving, present your 
requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts & your minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil. 4:4-7)   
Anxiety  There seem to be many issues that cause anxiety in our lives. Pandemics, 
civil unrest, political partisanship, just to name a few. And then there are more 
personal issues to contend with, like personal health & the health of loved ones. 
Some even suffer from anxiety disorders, which seem to amplify reasons to be 
anxious. I can relate. 
St. Paul, despite of all the reasons for anxiety, tells us to rejoice. He tells us to “let 
(our) gentleness be evident to all.” He reminds us that “the Lord is near.” Is it really 
that easy to dismiss all forms of anxiety in our lives? 
This seems like an overwhelmingly task without the Lord’s intervention. Again, St. 
Paul dispenses Holy Spirit-inspired wisdom. He tells us to “present (our) requests 
to God.” He reminds us that “the peace of God . . . transcends all understanding.” 
He assures us that this peace “will guard (our) hearts & (our) minds in Christ 
Jesus.”  
Today’s Prayer: Heavenly Father, we pray for the peace that transcends all 
understanding. We pray that this peace will guard our hearts & minds in Christ 
Jesus. We pray in His name. Amen. 
By Paul Leckband, OGT's Director of Spiritual Correspondence     

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

 

 

Orphan Grain Train 

(877) 371-7393 
601 W. Phillip Ave. PO Box 1466,  

Norfolk, NE 68702 
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