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The narrow winding path goes up the rocky mountain and connects the houses like a draw by number picture.  
The first home you come to is the Vermilus family, and as you ascend, the Delinoit’s and the Gedeon’s and 
so on until you reach the last two room dwelling that is home for the widow Silvani and her eight children.  
The area is called Mauger, the scattered village offers little opportunity for the several hundred inhabitants 
clinging to the rocky slopes.  Most families are lucky to eat once a day and few families can afford to send all 
of their children to school.
The good news is that this road is not traveled alone.  Orphan Grain Train ships containers with life-saving 
food, clothing, hygiene kits, layettes, and school equipment and supplies to our partner Helping Hands for 
Haiti.  Without these shipments, thousands of families would face an even greater peril.  To illustrate how 
important your monetary gifts and other donations of clothing, toys, layettes, school supplies, hygiene 
kits, etc. are to the impoverished people of Haiti, we would like you to follow one of the recent shipments 

from Orphan Grain Train, after its arrival at the distribution center at Santos 12 in Port au Prince, to when 
these items are received by the people of Haiti.

Early in the morning of December 7, 2020, Pierre Fritzner (Fritz) received a call from Santos 12 that a 
shipment of relief supplies from OGT had arrived and is ready to be picked up.  Fritz has worked with 

Dave & Jerilyn Hansen, founders of Helping Hands for Haiti, for 31 years and knows exactly what to 
do.  Fritz knows who needs the items the most because he grew up living a life of extreme poverty.

Continue to read about the journey of Orphan Grain Train donations….
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Charity Navigator 
has given Orphan Grain 

Train “4 Stars”, which 
is their highest rating.

Orphans’ bellies are filled with nutritious Mercy Meals, most days, this is the only meal they receive.  
Read more on pages 1-3 of how your contribution cares for the poorest of the poor.
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Just one of many 2-room dwellings for families living in extreme poverty 
and in need of food and supplies that OGT donors provide.

www.ogt.orgwww.ogt.org

Serving the Poorest of the Poor Warm Boots Warm Hearts

Shop For You and Help OGT

Fritz was born in Port au Prince in 1960 to 
parents who were transients and rarely found 
employment, Fritz and his six brothers and sisters 
often went to bed hungry and never had the 
opportunity to go to school.  After his parents 
abandoned him in the middle of the night, 
Fritz found his way to his uncle’s house where 
conditions were not much better.  He was about 
10 years old and still had not been able to attend 
school.  To pass the time during the day, Fritz hung 
out by a nearby hotel and the owner eventually 
hired him to cut weeds on the premise for 6 
gourdes (6 cents) per day.  Fritz used 3 gourdes to 

hire someone to teach him to read and write.

Through the owner of the hotel, Fritz eventually 
ended up connecting with an American woman who 
sponsored him so he could go to school.  At the age 
of 17, Fritz committed his life to Christ and has been 
working ever since to help others in every way he 
possibly can.

Fritz met Dave & Jerilyn when he was their interpreter 
on their first mission trip to Haiti in 1989.  A strong 
bond developed and Fritz was hired to be the Haitian 
Coordinator for Helping Hands for Haiti.  Because Fritz 
is a Christian and has been down that road of poverty, 
hunger, and no opportunity to go to school, he seeks 
out those who have the greatest need.

When Fritz received the December 
7th shipment of boxed toys, clothes, 
food, and two bicycles, he formed a 
plan and put it into action.  The smaller 
bicycle would go to a school where the 
teacher of the third-grade class would 
take the bike out during recess and the 
children would take turns learning to 
ride it, an opportunity that nearly all 
of the children would otherwise never 
have.  Imagine the excitement as all the 
children took their turn at learning to 
ride a bike.

Next, Fritz contacted the orphanage in 
Desarmes where Mrs. Claudita Collin 
was notified that she could bring the 
children to a Christmas party where 
they would enjoy snacks and fruit 

The Warm Boots program was created by Rev. John Reehl for those children living in the countries 
of Russia and the Baltic states who do not have any winter boots, coats, hats, mittens, shoes or gloves 
during the cold winter months.  Especially since we have not been able to ship containers into Russia 
for several years now, this program helps the children in Russia immensely.  Our coworkers were able to 
purchase several coats, boots, hats and gloves and deliver them to several children throughout different 
Orphanages in Russia, as well as some very pretty Orthopedic shoes for special needs children.  Thank you 
to the Sponsors and friends that shared their blessings from our Heavenly Father with these children so 
they can be warm, healthy and happy this Winter season.
If anyone has any questions about Warm Boots or Adopt an Orphanage mission please contact Karen Reehl 
Tiedeman at 402-432-6360.

Did you know you can donate to OGT while shopping on Amazon for 
your family?  When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 
0.5% of your eligible purchases to Orphan Grain Train.  Simply go to 
www.smile.amazon.com and register Orphan Grain Train as your charity 
of choice and set this website as your place to order from.  Let the 
shopping and donating begin!

Fritz is with a small boy that is hungry; malnourished 
and underweight. The family is given Mercy Meals 
and other supplies along with the Gospel to give 

them hope and care.                                             

The smiles on these orphans faces say “Thank You for the new shoes!”

In Russia, if you do not have warm boots then you cannot attend 
school.  These are so needed to keep feet warm, attend school and 

to learn about the love of Jesus.  

Several 
pairs of 
special 

orthopedic 
shoes were 
purchased 

which 
are not 

normally 
afforded.
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Children at an orphanage are thrilled with celebrating Jesus’ birth and receive gifts, 
stuffed animals, quilts and clothing.

The Coronavirus has paralyzed 
and devastated many families and 
businesses with loss of jobs and loss 
of customers.   Families in need of 
assistance and food has increased 
tremendously and food pantries have 
found it difficult to keep up with the 
demand.  Orphan Grain Train called 
several food pantries and community 
organizations across Nebraska to see 
what their needs were with helping 
families this past Christmas season.  
Many of the pantries, especially rural 

locations, were in desperate need of meat 
to share with families.   Orphan Grain 
Train immediately got to work and called 
Lou’s Thrifty Way in Norfolk to purchase 1,600 - 22+ pound turkeys because it is just not Christmas without 
a turkey dinner with children and family gathered celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

Ham was also requested so OGT contacted Tyson 
Foods Inc. in Madison, NE and they generously 
donated 660 hams for families in need.  OGT 
Logistics scheduled trucks to deliver turkeys to 
nine pantries in eight towns stretching across 
456 miles of Nebraska.  OGT also contacted many 
local organizations: a homeless shelter, senior 
centers, schools, and community centers which 
were grateful to receive turkeys and hams to 
share with the hundreds of families in need this 
past Christmas.  Orphan Grain Train sees where 
the need is and works to supply the need.  Thank 
you, OGT Supporters, for spreading Christmas 
cheer and showing the love of Jesus to so many 
families.  

Attention Thrivent Members – Please direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Orphan Grain Train before they 
expire on Wednesday, March 31, 2021.  It is simple and doesn’t cost you anything but your time. 
Only about 1/3 of Thrivent members take advantage of this, which means charities lose 2/3 of the Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  You must be at least 16 years of age and have Thrivent products with annual premiums of 
$750 or more per year, Thrivent investments, or retirement products with a value of at least $20,000 to earn 
Choice Dollars. 
YOU MUST RENEW THE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS EVERY YEAR. YOUR CHOICE OF A PRIOR 
YEAR DOES NOT CARRY OVER.

There are two ways to direct your Choice Dollars. Go to www.thrivent.com and click on Generosity or 
call 1-800-847-4836 and say “choice dollars” at automation.  
Thank you for considering OGT when making your Choice Dollars donation.

Turkeys and hams 
were welcomed at 
the food pantry in 
St. Paul, Nebraska.  
Their food supply 

was nearly depleted 
from increase in 
families needing 

help and they 
rejoiced at the 
donation for 

Christmas meals. 

Christmas Blessings 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Expire Sunday, March 31

drinks and would be given 
clothes and toys.  Between 25 
and 30 children experienced 
Christmas and learned about 
the birth of Jesus, Lord and 
Savior, which most had never 
experienced!  The children were 
all smiles!

 When all of the distributions 
had been completed, Fritz had 
delivered Mercy Meals and 
clothing to five towns and a 
school for the deaf.  This is the 
chain that starts with the many 
generous donors and selfless 
volunteers that support Orphan 
Grain Train and culminates with 
sharing gifts and love with God’s 
children in Haiti.  Thank you, 
Orphan Grain Train supporters!

This sweet boy receives clothes and a blanket to 
call his own. A very meager kitchen to cook family meals in.  

OGT purchased 1,6oo turkeys and 660 hams were donated that were 
delivered to pantries and community organizations to help families 

with a Christmas feast.



Orphan Grain Train’s Convention will tentatively be held 
Friday & Saturday, September 24 & 25, 2021 in Norfolk, 
Nebraska!  It is difficult to plan that far into the future 
with the Coronavirus so pencil in the date on your 
calendar.  OGT will have an update in the next newsletter 
coming out mid-May if we will be able to hold the 
convention.  The International Convention is two days 
of recipients from the US and around the world sharing 
how OGT impacts their region of the world along with 
good food, fun and fellowship.  

OGT International Convention (tentatively)
Friday & Saturday, 

September 24 & 25, 2021

      Investment in Orphan Grain Train’s Future Will Serve More in Need.  Bringing OGT and 
Mercy Meals together in one place.

For more information go to www.ogt.org or call toll free 1-877-371-7393

Pencil in the Date
Food that Endures

The new building will provide efficient use of space for 
more shipments from OGT’s warehouse and for more 

meal production from Mercy Meals.

The current Mercy Meals facility is small, outdated and 
unable to provide large packing events to keep up with 

requests for food worldwide. 
Would you like to invest in Orphan Grain Train’s future 

and food that endures?

www.ogt.org

Christmas Experienced

A couple with 10 children were blessed with Christmas boxes in the Republic of Georgia.  
They otherwise could not afford gifts for their children.

www.ogt.org

Most Americans celebrate 
Christmas with children 
waking up to presents, 
a festive dinner and 
attending church service 
commemorating the 
birth of Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior to everlasting 
life.   In America, we are 
fortunate to have access to 
churches, several even in 
small towns; private school 
options for a Christian 

education and more 
opportunities to learn the 
teachings of Jesus.  Children 

in many other countries are not as 
fortunate; some living in poverty 
may not have the presents or the 
festive dinner.  Some are not even 
told about the meaning of Christmas 
with the birth of Jesus, God’s only 
son.  Orphan Grain Train supporters 
want every child to know Jesus, 
to have hope in their heart and 
everlasting life.  

 Last year, several OGT supporters, 
church members and Sunday school 
classes  made OGT’s Christmas Gift 
Boxes to be shipped worldwide.  
Children in south Texas, Philippines, 

Zambia, Romania, Republic of 
Georgia, Latvia, Ghana and Haiti 
have been blessed with a box filled 
with gifts and teachings of Jesus to 
open on Christmas morning. 

Thank you, to each and 
everyone of you that have 
dedicated time, talent and 
contributions to giving children 
around the world a Christmas 
they may never forget!

I can almost 
hear the 

giggle from 
this 

little boy in 
Lithuania 

ready to see 
what’s in the 

box!

These young ladies live at Bread of Life orphanage in Romania.  
They are happy helpers unloading boxes that are filled with 

Christmas Gift Boxes hidden inside. 

The smile says ‘Thank you!’ This precious boy proudly holds 
his box of gifts in Zambia.

So many surprises inside the box….  
So many smiles and warmed hearts….



Orphan Grain Train’s Convention will tentatively be held 
Friday & Saturday, September 24 & 25, 2021 in Norfolk, 
Nebraska!  It is difficult to plan that far into the future 
with the Coronavirus so pencil in the date on your 
calendar.  OGT will have an update in the next newsletter 
coming out mid-May if we will be able to hold the 
convention.  The International Convention is two days 
of recipients from the US and around the world sharing 
how OGT impacts their region of the world along with 
good food, fun and fellowship.  

OGT International Convention (tentatively)
Friday & Saturday, 

September 24 & 25, 2021

      Investment in Orphan Grain Train’s Future Will Serve More in Need.  Bringing OGT and 
Mercy Meals together in one place.

For more information go to www.ogt.org or call toll free 1-877-371-7393

Pencil in the Date
Food that Endures

The new building will provide efficient use of space for 
more shipments from OGT’s warehouse and for more 

meal production from Mercy Meals.

The current Mercy Meals facility is small, outdated and 
unable to provide large packing events to keep up with 

requests for food worldwide. 
Would you like to invest in Orphan Grain Train’s future 

and food that endures?

www.ogt.org

Christmas Experienced

A couple with 10 children were blessed with Christmas boxes in the Republic of Georgia.  
They otherwise could not afford gifts for their children.

www.ogt.org

Most Americans celebrate 
Christmas with children 
waking up to presents, 
a festive dinner and 
attending church service 
commemorating the 
birth of Jesus, our Lord 
and Savior to everlasting 
life.   In America, we are 
fortunate to have access to 
churches, several even in 
small towns; private school 
options for a Christian 

education and more 
opportunities to learn the 
teachings of Jesus.  Children 

in many other countries are not as 
fortunate; some living in poverty 
may not have the presents or the 
festive dinner.  Some are not even 
told about the meaning of Christmas 
with the birth of Jesus, God’s only 
son.  Orphan Grain Train supporters 
want every child to know Jesus, 
to have hope in their heart and 
everlasting life.  

 Last year, several OGT supporters, 
church members and Sunday school 
classes  made OGT’s Christmas Gift 
Boxes to be shipped worldwide.  
Children in south Texas, Philippines, 

Zambia, Romania, Republic of 
Georgia, Latvia, Ghana and Haiti 
have been blessed with a box filled 
with gifts and teachings of Jesus to 
open on Christmas morning. 

Thank you, to each and 
everyone of you that have 
dedicated time, talent and 
contributions to giving children 
around the world a Christmas 
they may never forget!

I can almost 
hear the 

giggle from 
this 

little boy in 
Lithuania 

ready to see 
what’s in the 

box!

These young ladies live at Bread of Life orphanage in Romania.  
They are happy helpers unloading boxes that are filled with 

Christmas Gift Boxes hidden inside. 

The smile says ‘Thank you!’ This precious boy proudly holds 
his box of gifts in Zambia.

So many surprises inside the box….  
So many smiles and warmed hearts….



www.ogt.orgwww.ogt.org

Children at an orphanage are thrilled with celebrating Jesus’ birth and receive gifts, 
stuffed animals, quilts and clothing.

The Coronavirus has paralyzed 
and devastated many families and 
businesses with loss of jobs and loss 
of customers.   Families in need of 
assistance and food has increased 
tremendously and food pantries have 
found it difficult to keep up with the 
demand.  Orphan Grain Train called 
several food pantries and community 
organizations across Nebraska to see 
what their needs were with helping 
families this past Christmas season.  
Many of the pantries, especially rural 

locations, were in desperate need of meat 
to share with families.   Orphan Grain 
Train immediately got to work and called 
Lou’s Thrifty Way in Norfolk to purchase 1,600 - 22+ pound turkeys because it is just not Christmas without 
a turkey dinner with children and family gathered celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.   

Ham was also requested so OGT contacted Tyson 
Foods Inc. in Madison, NE and they generously 
donated 660 hams for families in need.  OGT 
Logistics scheduled trucks to deliver turkeys to 
nine pantries in eight towns stretching across 
456 miles of Nebraska.  OGT also contacted many 
local organizations: a homeless shelter, senior 
centers, schools, and community centers which 
were grateful to receive turkeys and hams to 
share with the hundreds of families in need this 
past Christmas.  Orphan Grain Train sees where 
the need is and works to supply the need.  Thank 
you, OGT Supporters, for spreading Christmas 
cheer and showing the love of Jesus to so many 
families.  

Attention Thrivent Members – Please direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Orphan Grain Train before they 
expire on Wednesday, March 31, 2021.  It is simple and doesn’t cost you anything but your time. 
Only about 1/3 of Thrivent members take advantage of this, which means charities lose 2/3 of the Thrivent 
Choice Dollars.  You must be at least 16 years of age and have Thrivent products with annual premiums of 
$750 or more per year, Thrivent investments, or retirement products with a value of at least $20,000 to earn 
Choice Dollars. 
YOU MUST RENEW THE DISTRIBUTION OF YOUR CHOICE DOLLARS EVERY YEAR. YOUR CHOICE OF A PRIOR 
YEAR DOES NOT CARRY OVER.

There are two ways to direct your Choice Dollars. Go to www.thrivent.com and click on Generosity or 
call 1-800-847-4836 and say “choice dollars” at automation.  
Thank you for considering OGT when making your Choice Dollars donation.

Turkeys and hams 
were welcomed at 
the food pantry in 
St. Paul, Nebraska.  
Their food supply 

was nearly depleted 
from increase in 
families needing 

help and they 
rejoiced at the 
donation for 

Christmas meals. 

Christmas Blessings 

Thrivent Choice Dollars Expire Sunday, March 31

drinks and would be given 
clothes and toys.  Between 25 
and 30 children experienced 
Christmas and learned about 
the birth of Jesus, Lord and 
Savior, which most had never 
experienced!  The children were 
all smiles!

 When all of the distributions 
had been completed, Fritz had 
delivered Mercy Meals and 
clothing to five towns and a 
school for the deaf.  This is the 
chain that starts with the many 
generous donors and selfless 
volunteers that support Orphan 
Grain Train and culminates with 
sharing gifts and love with God’s 
children in Haiti.  Thank you, 
Orphan Grain Train supporters!

This sweet boy receives clothes and a blanket to 
call his own. A very meager kitchen to cook family meals in.  

OGT purchased 1,6oo turkeys and 660 hams were donated that were 
delivered to pantries and community organizations to help families 

with a Christmas feast.



Just one of many 2-room dwellings for families living in extreme poverty 
and in need of food and supplies that OGT donors provide.

www.ogt.orgwww.ogt.org

Serving the Poorest of the Poor Warm Boots Warm Hearts

Shop For You and Help OGT

Fritz was born in Port au Prince in 1960 to 
parents who were transients and rarely found 
employment, Fritz and his six brothers and sisters 
often went to bed hungry and never had the 
opportunity to go to school.  After his parents 
abandoned him in the middle of the night, 
Fritz found his way to his uncle’s house where 
conditions were not much better.  He was about 
10 years old and still had not been able to attend 
school.  To pass the time during the day, Fritz hung 
out by a nearby hotel and the owner eventually 
hired him to cut weeds on the premise for 6 
gourdes (6 cents) per day.  Fritz used 3 gourdes to 

hire someone to teach him to read and write.

Through the owner of the hotel, Fritz eventually 
ended up connecting with an American woman who 
sponsored him so he could go to school.  At the age 
of 17, Fritz committed his life to Christ and has been 
working ever since to help others in every way he 
possibly can.

Fritz met Dave & Jerilyn when he was their interpreter 
on their first mission trip to Haiti in 1989.  A strong 
bond developed and Fritz was hired to be the Haitian 
Coordinator for Helping Hands for Haiti.  Because Fritz 
is a Christian and has been down that road of poverty, 
hunger, and no opportunity to go to school, he seeks 
out those who have the greatest need.

When Fritz received the December 
7th shipment of boxed toys, clothes, 
food, and two bicycles, he formed a 
plan and put it into action.  The smaller 
bicycle would go to a school where the 
teacher of the third-grade class would 
take the bike out during recess and the 
children would take turns learning to 
ride it, an opportunity that nearly all 
of the children would otherwise never 
have.  Imagine the excitement as all the 
children took their turn at learning to 
ride a bike.

Next, Fritz contacted the orphanage in 
Desarmes where Mrs. Claudita Collin 
was notified that she could bring the 
children to a Christmas party where 
they would enjoy snacks and fruit 

The Warm Boots program was created by Rev. John Reehl for those children living in the countries 
of Russia and the Baltic states who do not have any winter boots, coats, hats, mittens, shoes or gloves 
during the cold winter months.  Especially since we have not been able to ship containers into Russia 
for several years now, this program helps the children in Russia immensely.  Our coworkers were able to 
purchase several coats, boots, hats and gloves and deliver them to several children throughout different 
Orphanages in Russia, as well as some very pretty Orthopedic shoes for special needs children.  Thank you 
to the Sponsors and friends that shared their blessings from our Heavenly Father with these children so 
they can be warm, healthy and happy this Winter season.
If anyone has any questions about Warm Boots or Adopt an Orphanage mission please contact Karen Reehl 
Tiedeman at 402-432-6360.

Did you know you can donate to OGT while shopping on Amazon for 
your family?  When you shop at AmazonSmile, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience 
as Amazon.com, with the added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 
0.5% of your eligible purchases to Orphan Grain Train.  Simply go to 
www.smile.amazon.com and register Orphan Grain Train as your charity 
of choice and set this website as your place to order from.  Let the 
shopping and donating begin!

Fritz is with a small boy that is hungry; malnourished 
and underweight. The family is given Mercy Meals 
and other supplies along with the Gospel to give 

them hope and care.                                             

The smiles on these orphans faces say “Thank You for the new shoes!”

In Russia, if you do not have warm boots then you cannot attend 
school.  These are so needed to keep feet warm, attend school and 

to learn about the love of Jesus.  

Several 
pairs of 
special 

orthopedic 
shoes were 
purchased 

which 
are not 

normally 
afforded.



SPRING 2021
VOLUME 28, ISSUE 1

Serving the Poorest of the Poor

Orphan Grain Train
P.O. Box 1466
Norfolk, NE 68702-1466
Telephone: 402-371-7393
www.ogt.org

The narrow winding path goes up the rocky mountain and connects the houses like a draw by number picture.  
The first home you come to is the Vermilus family, and as you ascend, the Delinoit’s and the Gedeon’s and 
so on until you reach the last two room dwelling that is home for the widow Silvani and her eight children.  
The area is called Mauger, the scattered village offers little opportunity for the several hundred inhabitants 
clinging to the rocky slopes.  Most families are lucky to eat once a day and few families can afford to send all 
of their children to school.
The good news is that this road is not traveled alone.  Orphan Grain Train ships containers with life-saving 
food, clothing, hygiene kits, layettes, and school equipment and supplies to our partner Helping Hands for 
Haiti.  Without these shipments, thousands of families would face an even greater peril.  To illustrate how 
important your monetary gifts and other donations of clothing, toys, layettes, school supplies, hygiene 
kits, etc. are to the impoverished people of Haiti, we would like you to follow one of the recent shipments 

from Orphan Grain Train, after its arrival at the distribution center at Santos 12 in Port au Prince, to when 
these items are received by the people of Haiti.

Early in the morning of December 7, 2020, Pierre Fritzner (Fritz) received a call from Santos 12 that a 
shipment of relief supplies from OGT had arrived and is ready to be picked up.  Fritz has worked with 

Dave & Jerilyn Hansen, founders of Helping Hands for Haiti, for 31 years and knows exactly what to 
do.  Fritz knows who needs the items the most because he grew up living a life of extreme poverty.

Continue to read about the journey of Orphan Grain Train donations….

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Omaha, NE

Permit No. 776

TweetTweet

Follow us on 
Facebook.

Charity Navigator 
has given Orphan Grain 

Train “4 Stars”, which 
is their highest rating.

Orphans’ bellies are filled with nutritious Mercy Meals, most days, this is the only meal they receive.  
Read more on pages 1-3 of how your contribution cares for the poorest of the poor.

O
rp

ha
n 

G
ra

in
 T

ra
in

, I
nc

.

In This Edition . . .
Serving the Poorest of the Poor ...............1-3
Christmas Experienced ................................4-5
Pencil in the Date - OGT’s Convention .......4
Christmas Blessings ..........................................6
Thrivent Choice Dollars Expire Soon ..........6
Warm Boots Warm Hearts ..............................7


