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Point of Grace Lutheran Academy in Kisumu, Kenya has been a blessing to many children by 
supplying not only a Christian education, much needed food and medical attention but also 
aiding in the care of their families.  Here is a story of one student and how the school and most 
recently Orphan Grain Train have helped this family.
Kevin (pictured to the left with blue Thrivent shirt) was a student that Deaconess Lorna 
(known as Mama Lorna – she is the amazing lady that started the school) met as she was 
walking to the school one day.  He was standing at the side of the road crying because he 
had just been hit with stones by a bully.  Mama Lorna asked why he wasn’t in school and 
Kevin told her he could not go because he did not have a pencil.
Mama Lorna gave him a pencil and a few shillings to take home, realizing that if his 

parents could not afford a pencil, then the family must be very poor.  Before she had 
the chance to go visit the family, the father came with Kevin questioning that she had, 

indeed, given Kevin the pencil and the shillings.  Mama Lorna followed them home and 
found five malnourished children, a home that was falling down and no proper roof.  

Seven years later, because of that ONE pencil, this family’s life has been transformed.
Read on pages 2 & 3 how OGT changed the lives of this family and many others in Kenya.  
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Charity Navigator 
has given Orphan Grain 

Train “4 Stars”, which 
is their highest rating.

A big step for Orphan Grain Train’s future of servant –hood to help give food and aid to more families in 
great need.  Read more about this exciting investment on pages 4 & 5.
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This will be the last Orphan Grain Train newsletter for 2019.  As we come to the end of another year, 
we would like to thank everyone for his or her support, contributions and volunteer time during 
this past year and since the beginning in 1992.  Orphan Grain Train would not be able to feed the 
hungry, clothe the needy or share aid with families or help those affected by natural disasters if it 
was not for your support and prayers.  
Thank you!  We also want to say thank 
you for your continued support, 
especially to help those less fortunate 
this Christmas season.   

We would like to wish 
everyone a safe and blessed 
Christmas with a Christ 

filled New Year.

Thank You!

www.ogt.org

The Word of Jesus Christ our Savior is shared with many 
from the altar and lectern shipped from 

Orphan Grain Train.
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The Impact of a Pencil Gifts For Our Neighbors

OGT has expended its flood relief efforts with assisting residents 
of South Dakota. Many families are cleaning out the muck and 
repairing walls, floors and appliances due to raging waters. OGT 
is purchasing building materials and needed appliances for those 
without flood insurance. Our efforts are still continuing in Nebraska 
with flood relief. Please 
pray for all these families 
and businesses effected 
by flood waters. This is 
a costly natural disaster 
and is probably just the 
beginning. We would not 
be able to assist all these 
families without the 
support from our donors 
– Thank you! If you 
would like to contribute 

to flood relief efforts please go to www.ogt.org to donate 
online and designate it for Domestic Disasters or include 
a check in the enclosed enveloped marked for Domestic 
Disasters Relief.  Thank you for all your support and prayers.

Relief Efforts Expanded They now all attend church weekly and the entire 
family has been baptized.  The children all have 
sponsors, attend Point of Grace and are healthy.  The 
father received much needed medical attention 
and the mother now works for an elderly lady in 
the community and helps provide for the family.  
Love and compassion have changed the lives of 
this family – along with so many other children and 
families. 
 
This spring when the Orphan Grain Train container 
arrived at the academy many families were blessed 
with receiving some of the 85,536 Mercy Meals.  Many 

are subsistent farmers and only survive on the maize 
and small vegetable crops that they grow on their small 
bit of land.   Because of the severe drought the Mercy 
Meals came at a most needy time.  

The school enrollment has grown to 724 students in 
2019.  480 of these students are boarding students and 
are served 3 meals a day. Mercy Meals are served in the 
school and help to reduce food costs and still maintain 
a healthy meal during a time of need.  The students 
come from 11 different tribes, some of which the girls 
are rescued from early child marriage and female genital 
mutilation.  Some of these children travel up to 3 days by 
bus to arrive at Point of Grace Academy.  The Lutheran deaconesses in Kenya bring many of the children to the 
school after finding them in very poor and needy homes and situations.

Orphan Grain Train does not only offer food for nourishment but also has provided a church altar and pulpit 
for which everyone was super excited to have placed in the chapel. Hygiene supplies and some sanitary kits 

These students were thrilled to receive their first towel ever from the Orphan Grain Train shipment.



A student 
stands in front 

of the preschool 
constructed 
from one of 
the shipping 

containers OGT 
shipped with aid 
and purchased 
for the school’s 

use.  What 
an amazing 

transformation 
of two shipping 

containers!

Families 
giving 

thanks and 
praise to our 
Lord before 

receiving 
food 

and goods 
at Manna 

for Heaven. This little girl has befriended two stuffed 
animals which were donated by OGT.

www.ogt.orgwww.ogt.org

were distributed to other rural parts of Kenya. The students had huge smiles when unloading new underwear, 
flip flops, t-shirts, towels and wash cloths. Zachary, the academy’s maintenance man, was in joyful tears when he 
saw the ladders and all the tools donated by several supporting churches. The 22 smiling teachers were amazed 
when school desks, chairs, posters, podiums, and school books plus supplies were unloaded.  It was like the best 
Christmas Day they’ve ever experienced. Thanks be to God, Orphan Grain Train, and supporting congregations 
state side. 

Point of Grace has increased their preschool students ages 3-5 to more than 60 students.  They were running out 
of space until the purchased container arrived.  The container along with another container was placed slightly 
apart from each other and a roof was built to adjoin them.  Windows and doors were put in to make a 3 room 
school house.  Many of the students helped with the construction which gave them the opportunity to learn to 
use power tools.  What an amazing use of a shipping container!

This is just one of many OGT shipments that have provided so many blessings for so many people and their lives 
have been changed forever.  Thank you to the donors and volunteers that made this shipment possible.  This 
work could not be done without your help and prayers.  God’s Blessings!  

Located in Myra, Kentucky, 
nestled in the beautiful 
Appalachian Mountains 
is Manna from Heaven 
started by Ralph and Lois 
Tackett.  They seek to draw 
people closer to God by 
sharing faith and hope in 
Christ. They provide the 

most basic humanitarian needs to 
a severely poverty-stricken part of 
our nation and show that with faith 
in God anything is possible!  Manna 
from Heaven serves about 320 
families weekly with food, clothing, 
household items, school supplies 
and hygiene items.  OGT’s Wisconsin, 
Indiana and New England branches 

have 
shipped 
food and 
supplies 
to give 
hope to the 
children 
and 
families of 
Kentucky.  

Quemado, Texas has about 240 
residents and lies just a few 
miles from the Mexico border.  
Cornerstone Children’s Ranch 
serves about 20,000 people 
yearly with food, clothing, 
school supplies, and medical 
equipment along with the 
Gospel.   Their vision is to show 

the love of Christ to each and every 
child and family both here and in 
Mexico.  Cornerstone tracks from 
other ministries they assist and 
report back to them the number 
of people that have received Christ 
as their Savior and they are always 
elated to know it is approximately 
300-400 monthly! Their outreach 

program goes 
beyond the 
border and 
helps several 
families and 
organizations 
with supplies, 
food and 
furniture 
donated from 
Orphan Grain 
Train.  They 
also offer a 
transitional 
home with 

a commitment of 9 months for 
women with their children that 
are in need of safe shelter.  OGT 
and Cornerstone have partnered 
together since 2000 with sharing 
goods and the Gospel with families 
along the border.

Gifts For Our Neighbors
A Desire To Make A Difference

Goods & Gospel Delivered

Crystal Children’s Home in Mexico received this table, 
school supplies and other goods from OGT’s contributions 

to Cornerstone.  Many blessings shared with those 
beyond the border.

Many children at Cornerstone are 
amazed with receiving toys, school 

supplies, clothes, and food from OGT.

Women 
are given 

Mercy Meals, 
fortified 

rice meals, 
to provide 

nutrition and 
substance 

to their 
children while 

struggling 
with drought 

with very little 
vegetation or 

food.
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Even serving has a price 
tag.  It costs money to 
deliver human care.  
Orphan Grain Train is 
known for operating at 
minimal cost.  Less than 
two per cent of what 
is donated is used for 
administrative and fund-
raising purposes, a record 
few charities can match.  
This is due to our widespread 

system of volunteers, 
thousands of them from coast 
to coast.  

The new Servant Center 
will cost approximately 
$3.7 million.  This will be the 
largest fiscal challenge in our 
history.  And yet, it pales in 
comparison when we see that 
Orphan Grain Train now delivers 
nearly $50,000,000 worth of aid 
annually.  Considering that in 
a ten year period $500,000,000 
of humanitarian aid will be 
delivered at the current rate, 
the building cost seems quite 
reasonable.  We also believe the 

building will enable us to increase 
the amount of goods given to $75-
100 million annually.  God alone 
knows.  But we trust that using 
the wisdom He provides, this new 
facility will enable Orphan Grain 
Train to take a major step forward as 
we seek to expand the dream begun 
in 1992.  

We ask you to hear the cry of 
orphans and answer with a sacrificial 
gift that will make all of this possible.  
If you would like more information 
about the new Servant Center please 
call toll free 877-371-7393 or email 
us at info@ogt.org and someone 
will personally contact you.  Thank 
you for your consideration with this 
important investment to feed more 
in need.

Food that Endures
Investment in OGT’s Future Serving Those in Great Need

The new building will connect seamlessly to the current warehouse.

Projected 
Mercy Meals 

area will 
enable 
growth 

from 4.5 
million to 
10 million 

meals 
annually.

Current 
Mercy 
Meals 
facility 

is small, 
outdated 

and unable 
to provide 

large 
packing 

events to 
increase 

meal 
production.

The New Mission and Distribution Center will provide effective flow of goods and efficient use of space.

www.ogt.org
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