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Lifest

A PARTY WITH A PURPOSE
Orphan Grain Train - WI Branch took OGT to Lifest again
this July 12th-15th. This year was extra special because
Lifest was celebrating their 20th year partying with the
purpose to reach the lost and bring glory to our great God!!!
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Here is a photograph of Neal Mueller teaching two
young ladies how to crochet sleeping mats at
Lifest 2018. What a cool way to serve the Lord by
providing for those in need right from your home!

I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you. -John 14:18

Mercedes

BEANS, CORN, SALSA, & PUDDING

Hi, WI Branch!
The people of Mercedes were so happy to
receive the beans, corn, salsa and pudding! Here
are some photos from the shipment. The youth are
always grateful to get school supplies also, so
thank you for the boxes of school supplies on this
shipment!
God's Blessings,
Pastor Weber

LIBERIA

UPDATE FROM PASTOR KOLLIE
Here is our
new sanctuary in
use now, even
though we are still
in the process of
finishing the
building. We had
our graduation
and worship
service here last
Saturday and
Sunday. The pews
you see are from
the last OGT WI
shipment.
Many Thanks,
Pastor Kollie

LIBERIA cont.
UPDATE FROM PASTOR KOLLIE

The peace of Christ is with you all always.
I write to actually thank you and share some pictures from
the last container we received. We are very much happy for the
new pews, cafeteria tables, the computer tables and the clothes,
shoes and foods. We are actually out of words to express how
much we feel about your continue kind generosity. Thank you
very much!
Here below are pictures of what we got and how we are
sharing with our brothers and sisters and Chance.
Many Thank Yous,
Pastor Kollie

Happy 95th!

WISHING ROY A HAPPY 95th BIRTHDAY!

Here is a picture
we took at the St. Marks
OGT packing station.
We helped Roy Passow
celebrate his 95th
birthday. Roy still comes
to help on Mondays
when we pack. We
wanted to wish Roy a
happy 95th birthday
and thank him for all
his years of service to
OGT.
(Submitted by John
Woller - August 2017)

Camp Luwisomo

Upcoming Events

August 10-12 - Family Weekend
September 11 - Cracking Clays for LuWiSoMo
October 19-21 - Fall Work Weekend
November 30 - Kid's Christmas

DEVOTIONAL
THOUGHTS
FROM OUR PASTORS
THIS MONTH: PASTOR LAMONT
Some Things are Better Broken
Some things are better when they are broken. Here are
While He was in
a couple of examples. Pinatas are definitely better broken,
Bethany...there came
because you can get the candy out. Glow sticks need to be
broken to create cool light. And finally eggs need to be
a woman with an
broken, so they can be cooked before eaten.
alabaster vial of very
But what about when it comes to our faith? Are there
costly perfume of pure
things in the Bible that are better when broken? While Jesus
nard; and she broke
was at the home of Simon the Leper in Mark 14, a woman
the vial and poured it
entered the home with an alabaster jar of very expensive
over His head.
perfume. What did she do with it? Seemingly, without any
hesitation or second thoughts, the woman broke the jar and
[Mark 14:3]
poured the perfume on Jesus’ head.
How did the disciples react? Some of them were indignant, saying to one another,
“Why this was of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a year’s wages and given
to the poor.” And they rebuked her harshly.
The disciples thought they had Jesus’ mindset pretty well figured out. After all, they
were following a Teacher who didn’t make a big deal about earthly possessions for Himself.
But now this woman comes in and pours out a whole jar of expensive perfume on Him.
What a waste!
Instead of praising the disciples for their concern for the poor (almost as if to indicate
that concern for the poor goes without saying), Jesus praises the woman for her genuine
expression of love, “She has done a beautiful thing to Me.” This woman had given a
generous gift to the Lord while He was still living and He was touched. She didn’t wait until
His death, but broke the alabaster jar, and demonstrated her love in an extravagant way.
And Jesus praised her, explaining that she had done it in preparation for His burial. In
addition, He said that what she had done would be spoken about in all the world.
This extravagant gift foreshadows an even great act of love. God the Father, broke
the life of His Son, when Jesus, His greatest treasure, was broken and spilled out in love for
us on the cross. Some might argue, “Couldn’t there have been a less costly way?” But Jesus
knew that this was the only way to break us free from Satan’s deadly grip. And then on
the third day, the greatest thing to be ever broken occurred, our Lord broke forth from the
tomb in resurrection victory.
As recipient’s of God’s love in Christ, we are called to share the good news, break the
silence and tell others of Jesus’ love. We are called to break the jar, and use our time,
talents and treasures for God’s glory. As we give, work, and support the Orphan Grain
Train, some might not fully appreciate this mission, or question if the resources could be
used differently. But seeing the results of people’s lives being blessed by our efforts, we can
find joy as we love on the Lord, by pouring out our gifts for the less fortunate. Who knows,
maybe people will speak of our efforts for God’s glory, long after we have left this world,
like that woman!

"RAG RUGS"
Weaving Rags into Treasures

When my dad LaVern Sauer was
70 and my mother Bernice was 65,
they started a new hobby - weaving
"rag rugs." They were largely selftaught. They had four looms set up one in their basement, one in the
upstairs of the barn, and two in the
garage. They've made hundreds of
rugs through the years. Wanting to
carry on the tradition, they taught me,
their oldest daughter Karen, how to
make loom-woven rag rugs. I have one of their looms in my basement. My
dad at 92 no longer weaves, but my mother still enjoys sewing some of the
rags together.
Rag rugs are just that - "rags" - things people don't want anymore
woven into rugs...the ultimate in recycling. Everything from sheets to
shirts, jeans to jackets, material scraps to medical scrubs and beyond are
used. St. Vincents, Bethesda, rummage sales, and friends and family are
my main sources for material. After material is gathered, I try to
coordinate colors. Strips are cut and sewn, trimmed and rolled into balls.
The strips are put on the shuttle and passed back and forth through the
warp of the loom, packing tightly each time. A yarn border starts and ends
each rug.
Rag rugs can preserve memories. I could make a rug from the shirt
my husband wore out while cutting firewood, the jeans my son outgrew as
he became a man, the Care Bear sheets my daughter slept on years ago,
my grandma's old aprons, and the curtains from Mom's kitchen. These
pieces woven together would take on a new life while serving as memories
of the past. I also make "Memory Rugs" for those who have lost someone
special out of the clothes of their loved one. One time dear to me would be
when I wove two "snuggle rugs" for two young girls who lost their father.
The two small rugs were made from their father's soft flannel shirts something they could hug when they were sad.
Upon receiving an Orphan Grain Train newsletter, I called Jim and

Lydia Goetsch to see if there was anything I could do to help. I'd been
involved with OGT 24 years ago in Merrill. They told me about the many
people who sleep on the bare ground beacuse they do not have a bed. I am
happy to provide rugs that they can use as a place to sleep - hopefully
providing them with just a little bit of comfort. The Wausau team at Saint
Mark's is saving the items for me that they cannot send through OGT. I
salvage the material that I can for rugs and use it to weave rugs that can
be donated back to OGT.
Thank you for the opportunity!
Karen Krombholz

St. James Lutheran Church
OGT - Shawano area, receives medical donations
Orphan Grain Train located within St. James Lutheran Church,
Shawano received a donation of six (6) hospital beds, five (5) Rescue
Anne training mannequins and three (3) baby training mannequins
for Doctor Nana Grant-Acquah from Tema General Hospital in Ghana.
Sharone and Terry Brae, from Wild Rose made arrangements with
Dr. Acquah who has a vacation home in Waupaca and delivered them
to OGT in Shawano. The beds, mannequins and approximately 1,000
boxes of clothing, shoes, medical supplies, blankets and quilts will be
part of a shipment being sent to Ghana to assist the people of Ghana
in their medical care. If you have material to donate or wish to make a
monetary contribution and would ilke to be party of the local Orphan
Grain Train, please contact Jim & Judy Oberstein at 715-201-0283. We
are always looking for new volunteers to help with sorting, packing
and loading. Thank you to the community for your support in our
mission. "I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you." John
14:18
Jim & Judy Oberstein
N.E. Coordinators OGT
(submitted by Jim & Judy Oberstein to the newspaper)

OGT CELEBRATES
25th ANNIVERSARY

XXIIII Annual

FISH BOIL

Orphan Grain Train
XXIIII Annual Fish Boil
Friday, August 10, 2018
Immanuel Lutheran Church
210 S. Charles Street
Westfield, WI
(608) 296-2088
Adults: $10 Children, 6-12: $3.50
Under 6: Free
Menu:
Fish (Cod), Potatoes,
Onions, Beans, Cole Slaw,
Bread, & Dessert
Tickets are available at the door,
or call (608) 296-2088

I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you. -John 14:18
ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN MISSION STATEMENT

In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan Grain Train movement encourages and
enables God's people to share personal and material resources in bringing Christ's name and
character to needy people both far and near. Sometimes that character expresses itself as a
word well spoken, sometimes as a bandage well applied, and sometimes as a child well fed.
If someone you know would like to
receive this newsletter, and is not on our
address list, please let Linda Isberner
know. You can receive by mail or e-mail.
If you prefer e-mail, just give us call, or
send a message. If you wish to have
your name removed from the address
list, please let us know. Thanks!
Brakebush Brothers, Inc.
Attn: Linda Isberner
N4993 6th Drive
Westfield, WI 53964-9511
800-933-2121 ext.1202
lisberner@brakebush.com

Orphan Grain Train
N4993 6 th Drive
Westfield, WI 53964-9511

If you have an article or picture you would like to
include in the next newsletter, please contact Allie
Sherron by phone or e-mail. If you prefer to send
by mail, please contact Linda Isberner.
Allie Sherron
608-617-9125
ansherron@gmail.com

WISCONSIN - ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN
Is an option for your
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS!
Thrivent Choice Dollars need to be
designated by March 31st on a yearly basis.

