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I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you. -John 14:18 

GIVING FROM THE HEARTGIVING FROM THE HEART
     It all began when I heard that

the Christian Appalachian

Project in Kentucky was in need

of clothing and bedding, etc. (I

was born not too far from this

area). This past Spring they had

a bad ice storm and people

were just starting to get back

into their homes once the

homes were fixed up. Then, they

were hit with massive flooding,

The same homes that had just

been fixed were once more in

need of being fixed. The people

lost most of their posessions.

When I called and talked to

someone in that region of

Kentucky I asked where the
people were living now. She said

that those who had family went

to stay with family, many were

put up in motels, the rest were

homeless on the streets. They

were feeding as many as they

could.

     I was told they needed

cleaning supplies, diapers, etc. A

call was made to Sam's Club and

some needed items were

delivered there the next week.

(article continues on pages 1-2

of newsletter)
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     At first I thought I would fill my van with clothes and drive down there. I told a friend about

it and she said “let's do it!” Well, what started out as one van full turned into well over a

hundred fifty three boxes full of clothes, shoes, bedding, household items and some dolls

and books. People in Tomah and Sparta have been very generous!!!!!!! My phone would ring

and I would hear that someone told them what we were doing and they wondered if they

could bring over some bags of clothing. One church called and said they had some bags for

me that were left over from their church rummage sale. When I went over to pick them up I

came away with a very full van filled with bags of nice, clean clothes. (We have clothes from

baby size to 6X in both mens and women's clothing).

     Some church ladies in Tomah showed me how to make some simple quilts out of sheets.

When I would go to rummage sales in Sparta and Tomah and I would tell people why I was

purchasing certain items. Many would ask for my name and phone number. Some even

reduced the prices of some of my purchases. Hence, my full garage!!!!!!!!!! Kwik Trip, Hansen's

and Molters helped provide the many empty apple boxes.

     Now comes the hard part-how to get these boxes to Kentucky. I could rent a U-Haul and

drive the truck to Kentucky myself, or take it to Westfied, WI to be loaded on a semi. A friend

had told me about The Orphan Grain Train which has a branch in Wisconsin. To make a long

story short, many churches, organizations and people all over Wisconsin donate quilts,

clothing, shoes, back packs, school and hygiene supplies, towels, soap, etc. to the Orphan

Grain Train to be given to people who are in need all over the world, and right here in the

United States. Loads are dropped off and the donated items are given to those in need.

     The picture you see is the large van loaded with 153 boxes. When the shipment is ready to

go out, a semi load of potatoes from the Wisconsin - Orphan Grain Train will be added to be

distributed to the people in Kentucky.

     I was asked if we might be interested in collecting more clothes, etc. on a regular basis to

help fill the semi's that will be going out this coming year. It is a wonderful idea and I am sure
that people would be willing to contribute, but we would need to find a better drop off point

and storing area. Any ideas? Might there be a church that would be willing to coordinate the

collections?

     A special thanks goes out to the Challenge Academy at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin for

volunteering to come and load all those boxes for us!! I had said I would need a football team

to help us load, but this is even better!!!!! They had the boxes loaded in about half an hour!

     A big thank you to all the wonderful people and churches in Tomah and Sparta that were

so generous with their donations!!! Please know that you are a blessing to people who are in

need. It is easy for people in our area to find jobs, but in this area in Kentucky the coal mines

have closed, jobs just are not there. Many of these homes have elderly living in them. They do

not have the money to have holes in the roof repaired. Some homes do not have heat,

windows are missing, and some of the floors have holes in them. Volunteers are working to

make the homes safe and secure and mold free. The job is big, and the workers that are

there are doing what they can. The bedding will help those who are still waiting for heat.

     Blessings to you all!
     Barbara Akers

GIVING FROM THE HEARTGIVING FROM THE HEART
C O N T I N U E D . . .
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UKRAINEUKRAINE A  T E N T
F O R  U K R A I N E OGT - Wisconsin sends large tent


to Ukraine!! This beautiful tent will

be used for refugees who have

been left with no home and are

trying to stay warm and keep there

families safe. The tent went up this

December and is also being used

as a feeding center and church.

This September OGT was also

donated cafeteria tables that were

a huge blessing to this project!!

God is always way ahead of us,
preparing and providing for His

people and these precious loads!!
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These beautiful sleeping

bags and other items

were collected by

Hosanna Lutheran

LCMS in
Mankato, MN.

S L E E P I N G  B A G S  F O R  U K R A I N E

T H E  T E N T  I N  A C T I O N
This is the tent.

Wow wow wow!

It’s amazing, and

it’s way better

than we thought!

We could not 

have even

dreamt of it.

Thank you so

much again and

again!

God Bless!!!  
Vitaliy Smolin,

Smolin Ministries
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MOLDOVAMOLDOVA
" T H A N K  Y O U ! ! ! "  f r o m

OGT 2103 was delivered in Moldova late last week! They

will start the distribution now! They are very appreciative,

and sent the message below:

     Greetings and thanks from Bible Mission team for the

humanitarian aids you sent to Moldova. I want to inform

you that all the custom process went smoothly and the

container according to the Invoice OGT 2103 arrived

safely in Moldova.
     We praise the Lord for His protection over this

shipment and also we praise the Lord for you, for your

kindness and open hearts to help needy people in our

country.
     Thanks to all who made this shipment possible! May

God bless all the Orphan Grain Train team!!!
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     Hope Lutheran Church donated a total of 28 pews to

the Orphan Grain Train to distribute. These beautiful pews

went to Christian Revival Church Association in Liberia.
     
     Pastor Enderle from Hope Lutheran Church said, “My

heart abounds in thankfulness to be able to gift our pews

and for Orphan Grain Train giving us the contact to make

it happen. Also, I should mention the 20 or so members

and friends of Hope who showed up on Thursday to load

them into the semi. God is good!”

PEWSPEWS
ON THE MOVEON THE MOVE
H O P E  D O N A T E S  P E W S  
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REPUBLIC OF GEORGIAREPUBLIC OF GEORGIA
These are pictures from the distibution at the Republic of Georgia.



DEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS FROM OUR PASTORSDEVOTIONAL THOUGHTS FROM OUR PASTORS  

Rev. Mark R. Meier, Sr.

"WHAT? AN EPIPHANY!"

“Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher

come from God, for no one can do these

signs that You do unless God is with him.”
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to

you, unless one is born again he cannot

see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus

said to Him, “How can a man be born

when he is old? Can he enter a second

time into his mother's womb and be

born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say

to you, unless one is born of water and

the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom

of God. That which is born of the flesh is

flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit

is spirit.” (John 3:2b-b) 
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     Jesus came to take our sin away. How do

we know? We’ve had an epiphany (or many of

them). The signs Jesus provided were revealing
to common people Who He is. Nicodemus

knew what was happening but didn’t quite get
it. Like the rest of us, he needed the Holy Spirit
of our God to make our knowledge mean the

right thing. Facts are not always the whole

truth. We all need help from above. Jesus

didn’t come just to help us but to save us

completely. That is a fact and it is true. It is the
power of the Holy Spirit that moves us to trust
that it is true for us and that we receive the

blessing Jesus offers to all the world.
     During the season of Epiphany we may

hear of several of the miracles that reveal that
Jesus has supernatural power. If it doesn’t
impress you as proof that Jesus is God, keep

reading. The Holy Spirit uses the facts and His

unique power to open the eyes of the dead

and blind to give us life and sight. The

miracles, the signs, are in context. Don’t be

short-sighted. God recorded the miracles for

us to learn about His love for us; love that will

be fully seen in the death and Resurrection

from the dead of Jesus.

     While we work together in response to that
Love, we will have opportunities for people

today to have an epiphany about Christians

and our Jesus. To some it may seem

miraculous. We pray that the Holy Spirit uses

our work and witness to bring others to trust

our Savior for more than these earthly goods

and beyond our brief encounters. The

Epiphany that Jesus is God the Son come to

rescue us from death and damnation is
overwhelming to some. We need to be

consistent and persistent in our sharing and

caring for others in His Name.
     Jesus is much more than a teacher. He is

our Redeemer. Many in our world today don’t

even realize that we can be redeemed and

brought into an eternal relationship with our

Creator and that He has made it possible. The
Church is the body of Jesus in this world

where you are gathered in His Name. Make

our OGT efforts together Churchly by

gathering in His Name and sharing more than

the earthly stuff. Do what Jesus does. Forgive

sins. Call people to repentance and love them

with the holy love of our God.
     We don’t know if there was more to the

conversation Jesus had with Nicodemus but

John 19:39 tells us that he cared for the body

of our Savior after the Crucifixion. What do

you think? Did he have the epiphany he

needed by the power of the Holy Spirit? We

won’t always get to know if our witnessing to

others results in them having an epiphany and
faith in our Savior. We simply act in the faith

and pray for the best for all people.

                       Praising the Christ of God,
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Darlene Krueger of Portage, Wisconsin found a roll of wide lace in

her sewing supplies. The roll held around 40 yards of lace. Using
fabric, binding, and buttons donated by her daughters and friends

(including drapery samples used for some of the pockets), she and

daughter Linda made 25 dresses of all sizes, embellished with the

pretty lace.

CHILDREN'SCHILDREN'S


ORPHANAGEORPHANAGE
IN MEXICOIN MEXICO
T H A N K  Y O U ! ! !  

GOT LACE?GOT LACE?
I F  Y O U
E V E R  F I N D 

Y O U R S E L F
W I T H  E X T R A 

S U P P L I E S . . .
Y O U  M I G H T 

J U S T  B E  A B L E 

T O  P U T  I T  T O 

G O O D  U S E !

A children's orphanage in

Mexio receives blankets, toys,

food, and other needed

items. They are so thankful!



ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN
WISCONSIN BRANCH OFFICERS:

Cathy Robinson
Branch Manager
608-697-6858
800-933-2121 ext.1706
cathy@brakebush.com 

Dennis Andreasen
Asst. Branch Manager South
608-768-7543
dbandreasen@rucls.net

Wayne Flanagan
Asst. Branch Manager North 
715-842-4204
Sanflan73@gmail.com

Chuck Tesnow
Asst. Branch Manager 
715-213-4175
edelweiss@tznet.com

Marilyn Mueller
Branch Treasurer
715-678-2709
mamu@tds.net

Cindy Braatz
Branch Secretary 
715-842-7320
cindy.braatz@agcountry.com

Ida Frizzell
Corresponding Secretary
715-824-3780
frizzell@wi-net.com

Larry Reidenbach
Logistics Manager
608-617-6593
ljrwis@gmail.com

Linda Isberner
Administrative Secretary
800-933-2121 ext. 1202
lisberner@brakebush.com

Rita Woller
Public Relations
715-675-7188
rswoller@yahoo.com

Pastor Bruce Lamont
Pastoral Advisor
715-849-2441
bruceblamont@gmail.com

Pastor Mark Meier 
Pastoral Advisor
608-341-6017
meierfam@gmail.com

Pat Waters
Warehouse Inventory
Manager
608-296-5138
plwatersotr@yahoo.com

Tricia Grimm
Purchasing Agent
715-540-0773
dtgrimm@tznet.com

Allie Sherron
Media Director
608-617-9125
ansherron@gmail.com
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Theresa Rake 
Warehouse Packing Station

Manager
608-547-2075
theresarake@gmail.com

Please remember when you have Orphan

Grain Train coming to pick up a load, make

sure you have a few people to load up the


truck.
 

Orphan Grain Train is in need of children's

shoes and clothing (sizes INFANT through


children's size 12) new or lightly used.



Another item we are really low on is hygiene

kit supplies, like towels, bar soap,


toothbrushes, combs, bandaids, and nail

clippers.



Thank you for your support!!!

SPECIAL NOTESSPECIAL NOTES  So...What's Sewing?So...What's Sewing?  
Here are 42 pair of shorts sewn with repurposed

material from bed skirts, pillowcases, pillow shams,

and even some cotton curtains. A Thrivent Action

Team Kit was used to purchase the elastic for the

shorts, and to purchase t-shirts to go with the 
shorts. Children's clothes 
are in great need, so keep 
sewing, and show us what 
you have made for Orphan 
Grain Train.

-Rita Woller

B Y  R I T A  W O L L E R

WI OGT WAREHOUSE  •  486 N. MAIN STREET, WESTFIELD, WI  •  608-296-1543  •  HOURS: TUESDAYS 8AM-1PM



Orphan Grain Train
N4993 6th Drive
Westfield, WI 53964-9511

I will not leave you as orphans. I will come to you. -John 14:18 

ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN MISSION STATEMENT 
In loving response to Christ, the Servant, the Orphan GrainTrain movement encourages and
enables God's people to share personal and material resources in bringing Christ's name and
character to needy people both far and near. Sometimes that character expresses itself as a
word well spoken, sometimes as a bandage well applied, and sometimes as a child well fed. 

If someone you know would like to
receive this newsletter, and is not on our
address list, please let Linda Isberner
know. If you wish to have your name
removed from the address list, please
also let Linda Isberner know. Thanks! 

If you have an article or picture you
would like to include in the next
newsletter, please contact Allie Sherron
by phone or email. If you prefer to send
by mail, please contact Linda Isberner.

Linda and Allie's contact information can
be found on page 10 of this newsletter. 

WISCONSIN - ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN 
Is an option for your

THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS!
Thrivent Choice Dollars need to be

designated by March 31st on a yearly basis.

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!


