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	 Orphan Grain Train’s “Adopt An 
Orphanage” program continues to 
grow under our Lord’s gracious care 
and guidance. In 2009 the Russian 
government closed three orphanages 
on our list but all sponsors shifted their 
support to other orphanages. There is 
no shortage of  orphanages in Russia. 
We are currently seeking sponsors for 
an orphanage in Latvia and another 
orphanage in Kyrgyzstan.
	 Our really joyous news is concerning 
this past Christmas. Generous sponsors 
provided over $6,000.00 for warm 
boots and shoes for our orphanages and 
other needy children in the three Baltic 
countries (Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania). 
Our co-workers purchased the boots 
and winter clothing items and distributed 
them to the children. Our Latvian co-
worker, Ruuta, writes about the visit that 
she and her sister, Laura, made to a very 
poor family in Latvia:
	 “Laura and I bought eight pair of  
boots for children who really need them. 	
I have to admit that I was a bit shocked 
at their living conditions, poor children. 
As you can see by the pictures-a new pair 
of  boots was a real Christmas miracle 
for them! We prepared also small bags 
of  sweets for younger ones! They were 
very happy about boots and our visit! Big 
thanks to you!”
	 In addition to the warm boots funds 
over $10,000.00 was given for Christmas 
gifts for the children. Our co-workers 
were encouraged to purchase winter 

Christmas for Orphans — All year through!
By Rev. John Reehl - Director of  Prison and Orphanage Ministries

clothing along with some candy and 
fruit for the children. One sponsor also 
provided funds to purchase an industrial 
size washing machine for their orphanage 
in Russia.
	 Our sincere thanks to all who shared 
our blessed Savior’s love this past year 
with all of  His children with their special 
needs. Children grow year round-so 
we use “Warm Boots” gifts whenever 
contributors generously choose to send 
them.

	

New boots for Christmas!

Our co-worker, Ruuta, with the family she 
helped through the “Warm Boots” program.

Children at the orphanage in the town of Kant, 
Kyrgyzstan, are very happy with their new boots. Some 
of them could not go outside for lack of footwear.
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W hen a child is found abandoned here  
  in the United States it is news. You can 
read about it in the newspaper or see it on 
the evening news on your local TV channel. 
However, it happens so often in Russia that 
it never becomes a story in the papers; it 
never makes the evening news.

St. Petersburg, Russia, is a city of nearly 
five million people and in the surrounding 
area there are another two and a half to three 
million. In this region there are four  
orphanages for abandoned babies. Each 
orphanage has nearly one hundred children 
aged newborn to three and a half years 
old. The Orphan Grain Train “Adopt an 
Orphanage” program has sponsors for two 
of those abandoned baby orphanages at 
Lomonosov and Bsovoloznsk. We hope to 
be able to sponsor the other two abandoned 
baby orphanages soon.

To visit one of these orphanages is an 
emotional experience. The first time I was 
asked to describe it, I said that it was “wall 
to wall babies—a dangerous place to take 
an American woman because they want to 
pick up an arm load of babies and take them 
home.”

The workers at these orphanages work 
ten-hour shifts and they take care of ten to 

twelve babies per shift. 
Their salary is a bit less 
than $5 per shift. The 
directors tell us that 
their staff work-
ers are loyal and 
dedicated and care 
deeply about the 
babies. The care is adequate but hardly the 
close, warm, affectionate care that a  
newborn or infant needs for good  
emotional growth.

Russian women and girls give up their 
children for so very many reasons.

Unemployment, too many children to 
care for, perhaps the child needs medical 
care or is an invalid or handicapped. 

Almost all Russian children with  
physical, mental or emotional problems live 
in orphanages. Perhaps the mother is a  
teenager or younger living on the streets; 
perhaps she is on alcohol or drugs, or  
perhaps the husband or boyfriend forces 
her to give the child away. The causes are 
numerous.

Where are these children found? In 
America people break into cars to take 
things out, in Russia they break into cars to 
put something in—a baby. Leave your car 

unlocked and you may be in for a surprise. 
They are found in bus stations, train stations 
and in the underground metro stations. A 
favorite place to find them is in a garbage 
can or huge garbage container. It is a favorite 
place to leave or abandon a baby because in 
a matter of minutes someone will be digging 
into that garbage container and the baby 
will be found.

They are abandoned to everyone  
except our blessed Savior. He loves the little 
children and wanted them brought to Him. 
It is because of His love and caring that we 
seek to help these little ones in Russia. As we 
feel loved and cared for by our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, we reach out with that love especially 
to the “abandoned babies” of Russia.  >

Learn more about the “Adopt an  
Orphanage” program at www.ogt.org, 
under Special Projects.

Abandoned Babies
By Rev. John D. Reehl, Director of Orphanage and Prison Ministries 

One child at an 
orphanage for 

abandoned babies 
that we help sponsor in 

St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Haiti Shipments Sent in 40 ft. long Shipping Containers

Nashville Flood Relief
In May, Orphan Grain Train delivered six semi-loads of  flood relief  supplies and equipment for volunteer camps at Lebanon and 
Nashville, Tennessee. Three 48-foot bedroom units, two 20-foot storage units, and two utility trailers were included. Volunteers 
from theses camps will clean and restore more than 150 homes. Volunteer semi-drivers Lloyd Dennert of  Aberdeen, S.D., Ed 
and Pat Olson of  Kansas City, Mo., and Ed Lewis of  Norfolk delivered these shipments. 

Orphan Grain Train’s Hammar trailer unloads a bedroom 
unit at a flood relief volunteer camp in Lenanon, Tennessee.

Volunteer camp begins to take shape.Pat Olson hauled one of the bedroom units to Nashville.

DATE ORIGIN SENT TO RELIEF INVENTORY

01/29/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    270,864 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals

02/12/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    256,608 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals

02/17/10 Indiana Division Haiti
   27,864 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, appliances, hospital equipment & supplies, shoes, cleaners, clothing,     
   antenna

02/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    256.608 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, generators, tents

02/25/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   128,304 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 150 50-lb. bags of black beans, 200 50-lb.bags of pinto beans, 
   all-terrain wheelchairs, cups, crutches, walkers, wheelchairs

03/02/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   128,304 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 200 50-lb. bags of black beans, 160 50-lb.bags of pinto beans, 4 
   all-terrain wheelchairs, 90 boxes of clothing

03/04/10 Indiana Haiti
   91,152 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, hospital equipment & medical supplies, clothing, tent, bedding &   
   linens, cleaning supplies, adult diapers, water

03/05/10 New York Haiti    Food, water, medical, hygiene supplies, wheelchairs, canes, walkers, bedding, tents, tools

03/25/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   14,256 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 6 pallets of black beans, 6 pallets of pinto beans, tents, Mercy Kits,   
   protecticide, medical prescription

03/29/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   57,024 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 250 50-lb. bags of black beans, 345 50-lb. bags of pinto beans,   
   crutches, orthopedic supplies, all-terrain wheelchair

03/30/10 Indiana Haiti    18 pallets of bottled water

04/06/10 Indiana Haiti    1050 cases of water

04/06/10 Indiana Haiti    18 pallets of bottled water

04/21/10 Wisconsin Haiti    Clothing, blankets & quilts, canned peas and corn

04/22/10 Indiana Haiti
   33,696 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, bicycle, Mercy Kits (Towels of Grace), cleaning supplies, clothing,  
   blankets & quilts, personal hygiene supplies

04/29/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    57,024 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 250 50-lb. bags of black beans, 320 50-lb. bags of pinto beans

05/07/10 Baltimore Haiti
   Adult diapers, medical equipment & supplies, blankets, linens, sheets, protein drink, health kits, shoes, toys, men’s,  
   women’s and children’s clothing.

05/17/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   71,280 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 200 50-lb. bags of black beans, 300 50-lb. bags of medley beans,   
   quilts, mercy kits

05/18/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   71,280 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 200 50-lb. bags of black beans, 300 50-lb. bags of medley beans,    
  quilts, mercy kits, ball caps

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   40-ft. mobile medical clinic, medical equipment, supplies & medicine, appliances, adult diapers, cots, bedside bath  
   tubs, liquid formula, wheelcarts, stuffed animals

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   40-ft. mobile medical clinic, medical equipment & supplies, appliances, generator, A/C, wheelcarts, stuffed animals,   
   water, MREs, windows, baby scale

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   40-ft. mobile medical clinic, medical equipment & supplies, appliances, generator, A/C, wheelcarts, stuffed animals,  
   water, MREs, windows

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    40-ft. mobile medical clinic, medical equipment & supplies, A/C unit, generator, water, wheelcarts, stuffed animals

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    20-ft. container full of carpenter tools, generator, bottled water, building supplies

05/19/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti    100 prefabricated home kits

05/20/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
   32,400 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, clothing, shoes, furniture, bikes, quilts, cleaning equipment &  
   material, hygiene, school & sports equipment, Sunday school material, sick room items, misc.

05/25/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti   57,024 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 250 bags black beans, 300 bags medley, quilts, all-terrain wheelchairs

06/03/10 Norfolk, Neb. Haiti
  28,512 servings of “Kids Against Hunger” meals, 400 bags medley beans, all-terrain wheelchairs, clothing, shoes,  
  water, blankets/quilts, bicycles, bedding linens, mercy kits
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Katrina Relief Progress Is Slow
By Seth Kaiser

During my spring break I returned to 
New Orleans to visit Atonement Lutheran 
Church, which was the place I stayed and 
worked at the relief camp for the majority 
of the seven months I spent down south. 
It was a great experience to see friends 
and acquaintances and become somewhat 
reacquainted with everyone and the current 
situation and the state of progress in the 
New Orleans area.

I have to be honest—it seemed like  
virtually nothing had changed. For me, it 
was like being gone for a week and returning 
more than being gone for almost a year. To 
be fair, there are certainly signs of progress. 
New housing developments are going up, 
new people are moving in for the wealth of 
jobs available, and in places hit hard, such 
as Lakeview, most of the homes seem to be 
gutted and it seems like every 15th house 
or so has been completely rebuilt and/or 

restored with someone living there. 
That fact, in and of itself, is certainly a 

bizarre sight. Imagine, if you can, driving 
down a street of flooded out, abandoned 
homes, still gray and dingy from the  
floodwater. All of a sudden, you stumble 
upon the brand-new home that looks like 
it’s been airlifted in from some suburban 
area in another part of the country, complete 
with plush green grass and landscaped yard!! 
Then, before you blink, back to the water-
damaged houses again until the landscape 
improves for one brief minute as you pass 
another new house 20 houses later. Who 
knew progress would look like this? 

Last year I shared with our [volunteer] 
groups that it was projected to take 10-20 
years until the city would look normal again. 
While those were the words that came out of 
my mouth over and over, I never knew what 
that would look like until now. >

Editors note: Orphan Grain Train has shipped more than 145 semi loads to the relief centers and volunteer 
camps on America’s Gulf Coast since Hurricane Katrina. The effort continues as requests are received for 
supplies, water, tools, and facilities. This report was prepared in April 2007 by Mr. Seth Kaiser who served 
as a volunteer coordinator at Camp Atonement in Metairie, La., October 2005 through May 2006. Seth is 
now enrolled as a full-time student at Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis, Mo.

IRA Transfers Help Orphan Grain Train Donors Make Gifts.
IRA holders know that “IRA minimum distribution” rules require them to receive a distribution from their IRA 
each year once they reach age 70 1/2. This income is taxable. However, a law passed in August 2006 makes the 
IRA distribution available as a tax-free charitable gift until December 31, 2007.

IRA holders who don’t need the annual IRA distribution added to their taxable income can use some or all of 
the funds for charitable giving. It is a “new source” for charitable giving available the rest of 2007.

Not all financial institutions are promoting this short-term benefit for IRA holders since it is scheduled to  
expire December 31, 2007. IRA holders will need to ask their financial representative to process a form to 
redirect the distribution to the charity of their choice. Donors should note that such transfers are not counted as 
income, so the gift will not be tax deductible and a gift is thus possible from a source other than taxable income.

Donors have used such transfers to make contributions to Orphan Grain Train’s “Building on Living Stones 
Campaign.” If you think this gift opportunity will work for you please contact your financial services  
representative before the date of your IRA’s annual distribution. Please also let Orphan Grain Train know of 
your plans so your gift is recorded correctly. 

If you, your financial advisor, or your financial custodian have questions please contact Richard Jostes at 
(877) 371-7393 or Neal Koch at the LCMS Nebraska District Office (888) 643-2961. > 

Thrivent Giving Plus Supplemental Funds Program Has New Form!
Thrivent members who are using the Giving Plus program to secure a 50% match to their gift should take note 
that the forms changed last winter. Please contact your Thrivent office for copies of the new form, or print it 
from: www.ogt.org/Thrivent_GivingPlus.cfm on the Orphan Grain Train website. >

Seth Kaiser and the Rev. Kurtis Schultz,  
President of the Southern District of the  
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. Hear their 
stories on the Hurricane Katrina Response 
video at www.ogt.org/video_archive.cfm. 

2009 Shipments that were Less Than a Semi-Load in Size

Coming soon:
A new way for Thrivent members to help Orphan Grain Train
As you may know, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is launching a new charitable grant program and benefit of  membership 
called Thrivent ChoiceSM. Choice DollarsSM will be designated to some Thrivent Financial members when that portion of  the 
program launches this summer. (Thrivent Financial member eligibility will be based on fraternal benefit society product owner-
ship and Thrivent Financial volunteer leadership, and helping direct Choice DollarsSM will be subject to the Terms and 
Conditions of  the Thrivent ChoiceSM program.) 
	 As always, Orphan Grain Train is grateful for your consideration when you make charitable giving plans. If  you are a Thri-
vent Financial member who learns you will be eligible to direct Choice DollarsSM (watch your mail for details from Thrivent 
Financial this summer), we ask you to consider our ministry as you help direct Thrivent Financial’s charitable funds.

DATE ORIGIN DESTINATION SIZE RELIEF INVENTORY

01/10 Arizona Tijuana, Mexico Van 44 quilts (11 boxes), 3 boxes crocheted hats, 1 box personal items

01/10 Lake Forest, Calif. Tijuana, Mexico Van 5 boxes clothes and shoes, 1 box of sweaters, 1 box of undies

01/22 Arizona Tijuana, Mexico Van 8 boxes quilts & blankets, 2 boxes afghans & shawls, 2 boxes crocheted hats

01/23 Wilmington, Del. Caldwell, Ohio 24’ truck Clothing, shoes, linens & bedding, household, purses, furniture

01/26 Napoleon, Ohio Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne Suburban 5 boxes of blankets, 20 boxes of professional clothing

02/05 Napoleon, Ohio Caldwell, Ohio Truck & 16’ trailer Electric dryer, furniture, blankets, winter clothes, shoes, household

03/13 Azalia, Ind. Columbus, Ind. Pickup Clothing, bedding, shoes

03/17 Azalia, Ind. Mercerville, Ohio Pickup & 18’ trailer Clothing, bedding, shoes, cleaning materials, toys, small appliances

03/25 Baltimore, Md. Cumberland, Md. Truck Clothing and crutches, shoes

03/27 Wilmington, Del. Caldwell, Ohio 26’ truck Household goods, clothing, bikes, toys, tools

04/30 Napoleon, Ohio Cross Borders, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 16’ trailer Recliners, table & 6 chairs, mattress, sofas, stove, blankets, clothes

05/01 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Bedding, blankets, children clothing, adult clothing

05/18 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Shoes, quilts, clothing

05/27 Napoleon, Ohio Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne Suburban 13 boxes of professional clothing

06/10 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Bedding, towels, shoes, clothing

06/12 Bottineau, N.D. Spirit Lake Reservation Bus & trailer Clothes and quilts

06/12 Napoleon, Ohio Vinton County, Ohio Pickup & 16’ trailer Electric dryer, furniture, hygiene kits, blankets, clothing, household items

07/10 Napoleon, Ohio Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne Suburban 23 Boxes of clothing

07/19 Azalia, Ind. Caldwell, Ohio 16’ trailer Wheelchairs, walkers, canes, crutches

07/23 Azalia, Ind. Columbus, Ind. Pickup Clothing

07/24 Saint Louis, Mo. El Paso, Texas 15’ truck Kids Against HungerTM food, trays, baby food bowls, sandals, medicines

07/25 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Dishes, shoes, bedding, towels, clothing

07/31 Grand Island, Neb. El Paso, Texas Pickup & 10’ trailer Health & hygiene, school supplies, layettes, clothing, toys, quilts, bedding

08/14 Wilmington, Del. Caldwell, Ohio 26’ truck Clothing, furniture, household, blankets, bicycles, school supplies, toys

08/15 Lancaster, Calif. Tijuana, Mexico Van 3 boxes new bibles, 7 boxes new undies, toiletries, clothing & shoes

08/15 Napoleon, Ohio Vinton County, Ohio 28’ truck Shoes, clothes, blankets, bikes, sewing machine, tables, bookcases, fans

08/17 Azalia, Ind. Columbus, Ind. 16’ trailer Clothing, shoes, blankets, sheets & pillowcases

08/19 Azalia, Ind. Caldwell, Ohio Pickup & 16’ trailer School supplies, clothing, children’s books, cleaning supplies

08/19 Bottineau, N.D. Spirit Lake Reservation Bus & trailer Clothing, quilts, food, ice skates & roller blades, garment bags

08/19 Napoleon, Ohio Concordia Seminary, Ft. Wayne Yukon 18 boxes professional clothing

08/22 Napoleon, Ohio Caldwell, Ohio 16’ trailer Household items, furniture, blankets and bedding, shoes, books, clothes

08/31 Azalia, Ind. Columbus, Ind. 16’ trailer Clothing, shoes, curtains & drapes, boots

09/01 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Linens, clothing, shoes, quilts

09/11 Azalia, Ind. Columbus, Ind. Pickup Clothing, shoes

09/16 Saint Louis, Mo. Pine Ridge Indian Res. Box truck Clothing, medical supplies, Kids Against HungerTM, GatoradeTM, blankets

09/19 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Blankets, shoes, dishes, clothes

09/26 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Blankets, shoes, clothes

10/21 Bottineau, N.D. Spirit Lake Reservation Bus 185 boxes of clothing

10/21 Ontario, Calif. Tijuana, Mexico Van 2 bags of clothing, 9 boxes of quilts

10/23 Menahga, Minn. Moorhead, Minn. Pickup Coats, shoes, clothing

12/01 Rochester, Minn. Rochester, Minn. Van Blankets, crib sheets, caps

12/08 Grand Island, Neb. El Paso, Texas Pickup & 10’ trailer School supplies, Christmas, layettes, health & hygiene, clothing, microwave

12/15 Albany, N.Y. Ambler, Pa. 26’ truck Furniture, desks, stuffed chairs, lamps, end tables, coffee tables
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please mark your  
calendar now and plan  

to attend the  
orphan Grain train  
convention 2007,  

september 21 and 22  
at norfolk, nebraska. 

registration form will  
be available in June  

on the orphan Grain train 
website:  

www.ogt.org/convention.cfm. 

Orphan Grain Train
P.O. Box 1466
Norfolk, NE 68702-1466

402-371-7393
www.ogt.org

2006 Shipments Poster edition
Orphan Grain Train newsletter

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
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Permit No. 529

Orphan Grain Train volunteers cook fish by a special method that keeps the best flavor in 
and leaves the aroma outdoors. Donations received at these fish feeds help defray the costs 
of shipping Orphan Grain Train’s humanitarian relief where most needed around the world 
and in America. Find the list of these activities at: www.ogt.org/events_list.cfm.  
Photo: Westfield, Wis., August 2006.
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Annual Shipments Poster!
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Earthquake Relief Delivered by Every Means Possible	
Orphan Grain Train relief  supplies are distributed throughout Haiti by trucks and vans but in the mountains on foot and by 
mules and by boat along the coast. We are supplying many orphanages in Haiti with food and other relief  supplies. (Earthquake 
relief  sent thus far--on page 2.)

Orphan Grain Train Convention 2010 • September 17-18 at Norfolk, Nebraska  


